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Abstract—SATURNE is the Sarov tritium neutrino experiment that aims at the first observation of
coherent elastic neutrino—atom scattering and the search for neutrino electromagnetic properties. A
marked feature of the experiment is the use of a high-intensity tritium source of electron antineutrinos
with a total tritium mass of at least 1 kg (10 MCi). Three detectors are being developed for the goals of the
experiment. A 1-m? liquid He-4 detector operating at a temperature between 40 and 60 mK is designed
both to register coherent elastic neutrino—atom scattering and to search for the neutrino magnetic moment
at alevel of y1,, ~ 10713 ug, which is about an order of magnitude better than the world-leading upper limits
on the u,, value. A 4-kg Si crystal detector operating at a temperature in the range of 10—50 mK and a 14-
kg Srla(Eu) scintillation detector operating at a temperature between —60 and —40 °C are purposed for
testing the p, value on the order of ~ 1072 ug, which is competitive with or even better than the world-

leading upper limits.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The Sarov tritium neutrino  experiment
(SATURNE) is part of the scientific program of
the National Center for Physics and Mathematics
(NCPhM)[1]that was founded in Sarovin 2021. The
experiment is under preparation, with the first taking
of data expected for 2025 and the data collection
expected to be completed by 2032.

SATURNE is motivated by fundamental problems
in neutrino physics. Specifically, it will primarily
search for neutrino electromagnetic interactions [2, 3]
in elastic and ionizing neutrino—atom collisions. The

"E-mail: kouzakov@gmail .com

experiment will employ a high-intensity tritium neu-
trino source, with an initial activity of at least 10 MCi
and possibly up to 40 MCi. The tritium source
will be used in combination with the He-4, Si, and
Srla(Eu) targets in order to study the elastic and
jonization channels of neutrino—atom collisions at
unprecedentedly low energies.

The Si and Srly(Eu) detectors with record low-
energy thresholds for such detector types will mea-
sure the ionization channel of neutrino—atom colli-
sions. With the 1-year data from either detector, one
may expect to achieve a sensitivity on the order of
~ 10712 yg at 90% C.L. to the neutrino magnetic
moment p,, which is the most studied theoretically
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and actively searched experimentally among the neu-
trino electromagnetic properties.

The measurements with the liquid He-4 detector
in a superfluid state are expected to provide the first
observation of coherent elastic neutrino—atom scat-
tering (CEvAS) [4, 5]. This will bring the experi-
mental studies of coherent elastic neutrino—nucleus
scattering (CEvNS) [6] to a qualitatively new level,
namely when one will be able to explore the neutrino
elastic scattering not only on a nucleus as a whole,
but also on an atom as a whole. With the 5-year data
using the liquid He-4 detector, it is also expected to
achieve a record-high p,, -sensitivity of ~ 10713 up at
90% C.L.

The paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, a
brief overview of SATURNE is given. Section 3 out-
lines the physics that will be studied in SATURNE.
Finally, a summary of this work and the outlook are
presented in Section 4.

The units A = ¢ =1 are used throughout unless
otherwise specified.

2. OVERVIEW OF SATURNE

The key ingredients of SATURNE are (i) the high-
intensity tritium source of electron antineutrinos,
(ii) the liquid He-4 detector in a superfluid state,
(iii) the cryogenic Si crystal detector, and (iv) the
low-temperature Srly(Eu) scintillation detector. For
conducting the SATURNE measurements, a low-
background neutrino laboratory is being created at
the NCPhM [1, 7]. For this purpose an existing
shallow underground facility in Sarov is used. It
is equipped with a service lift, waterproofed and
meets the necessary requirements for working with
a high-intensity tritium source. The facility has
an overburden consisting of 4-m thick reinforced
concrete, manufactured before the Atomic Age and in
this regard pure in terms of uranium series elements,
5-m thick sand and a layer of soil, which is more
than 0.5-m thick. The overburden is about 20—25 m
of water equivalent, which is enough to sufficiently
suppress the soft and hadronic components of cosmic
radiation for acceptable background conditions.

2. 1. Tritium Neutrino Source

Tritium is an unstable, radioactive isotope of hy-
drogen. It has a half-life of 12.3 years and decays via
the §~ decay

H - 3He + e + 7. (1)

The energy spectrum of emitted electron antineutri-
nos lies in the range from 0 to 18.6 keV, with an
average energy (E,) = 12.9 keV.
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The principal design of a tritium neutrino source
was worked out in [8] (see also [7]): it is a set of
tubular elements, in which tritium is in a chemically
bound state on titanium (TiTy). Titanium powder
in bulk form is placed in the tubular element. Then
the titanium powder is thermally activated and satu-
rated with tritium, after which the tubular element is
sealed. This tubular element design will be classified
as a “closed radionuclide source.” According to the
radiation safety regulations NRB-99/2009 “A closed
radionuclide source is a radiation source, the design of
which prevents the release of radionuclides contained
in it into the environment under the conditions of use
and wear for which it is designed.” This implies that
the design of the tubular element is made in such a
way that it is possible to extract tritium from it only
under special factory conditions.

The amount of tritium in each tubular element is
not more than that permissible for its safe handling
during transportation and operation, in accordance
with current national and international standards.
The mass of tritium in each tubular element is no
more than 50 g (0.5 MCi). For a specific detecting
system, the geometry of the tubular element must be
selected according to the following conditions: (i) the
efficiency of using neutrinos, (ii) ensuring the con-
venience of production and operation of the tubular
element, and (iii) securing the safety of working with
the tubular elements and the experimental apparatus
as a whole.

2.2. Liquid He-4 Detector

Data collection using the liquid He-4 detector is
planned for 2027—2032. Figure 1 shows the concept
of the detector setup. The tritium neutrino source
(TiT9) is placed inside the hollow of the 1000-1 cylin-
der tank filled with liquid He-4 in a superfluid state
(He II). The dilution refrigerator keeps liquid He-4 at
a temperature between 40 and 60 mK. An array of
about 1000 transition edge sensors (TESs) [9] sus-
pended in vacuum above the helium surface registers
the evaporated He-4 atoms, which are induced by
scattering of electron antineutrinos from the tritium
B~ decay on atoms in the superfluid.! The signal
from the TES bolometers is readout by a SQUID
system. In such a way, the detector is expected to be
sensitive to energy signals below 0.1 eV.

"The detection method using a superfluid He-4 target
and a quantum evaporation channel is also being devel-
oped for light dark matter searches by HeRALD [10] and
DELight[11].
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Fig. 1. A schematic drawing of the experimental setup
with the liquid He-4 detector.

2.3. Si Crystal Detector

Data collection using the Si detector is scheduled
for 2026—2027. The detector is supposed to consist
of fourteen 125-cm? Si crystal cylinders with a total
mass of 4 kg (see Fig. 2), operating at a temperature
between 10 and 50 mK. The low operating tempera-
ture is designed to take advantage of the Neganov—
Trofimov—Luke effect [12 13], that is, when the con-
version of ionization energy into heat is amplified
by a (high) bias voltage. The heat is measured by
microcalorimeters, such as TESs or semiconductor
thermistors, which are mounted on each silicon cylin-
der. This may allow to achieve the energy threshold

of the detector as low as about 10 eV or even 1 eV
[14—16].

2.4. Srly(Eu) Scintillation Detector

Data collection using the Srls(Eu) detector is ex-
pected for 2025—2026. The scintillation detector is
assumed to be an assembly of Srla(Eu) crystal el-
ements with a total mass of 14 kg surrounding the
tritium neutrino source as shown in Fig. 3. The ele-
ments, each having dimensions of 15 x 15 x 25 mm3
and a mass of 25 g, are combined into modules with
four elements per module. The operating temperature
of the detector is in the range from —60 to —40 °C. At
such a temperature the thermal noise of silicon photo-
multipliers used for signal readout decreases sharply,
thus making it possible to detect extremely low light
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Fig. 2. A schematic drawing of the experimental setup
with the Si detector.

signals, namely at the level of several photons only.
This is expected to provide a record light collection
and a detector threshold as low as 100 eV [17].

3. PHYSICS WITH SATURNE

In the Standard Model (SM), the neutrinos are

massless particles coupled only to the Z° and W+
gauge bosons. The established existence of non-zero
neutrino masses opens up the possibility for neutrinos
to have other properties that are beyond the SM.
Of particular interest is the possibility for neutrinos
to have electromagnetic characteristics, such as the
electric charge (millicharge), charge radius, mag-
netic, electric and anapole moments. The discovery of
neutrino electromagnetic properties will literally open
a window to new physics [2].

So far, the most studied neutrino electromagnetic
characteristic, both theoretically and experimentally,

Srl,(Eu)

Fig. 3. The concept of the experimental scheme with the
Srlz(Eu) scintillation detector.
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is the neutrino magnetic moment. A nonzero mag-
netic moment for neutrinos arises already in the min-
imal SM extension with the addition of the right-
handed Dirac massive neutrinos. The predicted value
is[18]

. 3\/5GFm,,
Hv 8v/2n?

where Gg is the Fermi constant, « is the fine-
structure constant, m,, is the neutrino mass, and ug
is the Bohr magneton. Given the constraint on the
neutrino mass m, < 0.8 eV (at 90% C.L.) from the
KATRIN experiment [19], the u,, value in Eq. (2) does

not exceed 10~ up in the order of magnitude.

my

~3.2 %1071 (ﬁ) up,  (2)

There are various theoretical scenarios beyond the
minimally extended SM which predict much greater
neutrino magnetic moment values than Eq. (2)
(see [2] and references therein). Moreover, some of
such theoretical predictions have been already ruled
out by the world leading experimental constraints on
the neutrino magnetic moment. Such constraints are
obtained in laboratory experiments and astrophysics.

The strongest laboratory constrains are from
the data on elastic neutrino-electron scattering, or
atomic ionization (Al) by neutrinos. For solar neutri-
nos the most stringent upper bound is [20]

[y < 6.3 x 10712 pp. (3)

It was obtained from the analysis of the data of the
XENONNT experiment at Gran Sasso, [taly[21]. The
most stringent upper bound for reactor neutrinos is
due to the GEMMA experiment at the Kalinin Nu-
clear Power Plant, Russia [22]:

o, < 2.9 x 107 . (4)

The most stringent astrophysical upper bounds
on the p, value were derived from the data on the
luminosity of globular clusters [23—25]:

oy < (1.2-2.6) x 10712 p1. (5)

Though these constraints are stronger than (3)
and (4), they are indirect as opposed to the laboratory
ones.

Thanks to the study of the ionization of atoms by
tritium neutrinos, SATURNE has the potential to im-
prove the laboratory limits to a level that makes them
competitive or even better than the astrophysical lim-
its. It has an even greater potential with studying the
CEvAS channel. In such a case, the sensitivity to the
i, value can be almost an order of magnitude better
than the astrophysical upper bounds (5).
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3.1. AI Channel

The most sensitive and widely used method for the
experimental investigation of the neutrino magnetic
moment is provided by direct laboratory measure-
ments of low-energy elastic scattering of neutrinos
and antineutrinos with electrons in reactor, accel-
erator and solar experiments. Since in such mea-
surements the initial electrons are typically bound in
target atoms, the neutrino-electron collision results
in AL

Let us consider the process
Uet+te —upte, (6)

where an electron antineutrino with energy F,, elas-
tically scatters off a free electron at rest in the lab-
oratory frame. Due to neutrino electromagnetic in-
teractions, the final antineutrino flavor ¢ can be dif-
ferent from the electron flavor. Experimentally, one
usually measures the energy transfer T', or the energy
deposited by the neutrino in the detector. In the
free-electron case, the energy transfer amounts to the
kinetic energy of the recoil electron, which is con-
strained from the energy-momentum conservation by

2
< i’ (7)
2FE, + m.

where m, is the electron mass. For tritium 7,’s the
maximal energy is F, max = 18.6 keV, so that T' <
1.26 keV.

Since, in the ultrarelativistic limit, the neutrino
magnetic moment interaction changes the neutrino
helicity and the SM weak interaction conserves the
neutrino helicity, the two contributions add incoher-
ently in the differential cross section which can be
written as

dove¢”  dols,  dotec
ar dr dr (®)

The SM cross section for neutrino scattering on a

free electron is given by

do%¢ GZm
S G (g 4 gy

oy =00 (1- E5>

el
+ (- a) | )

with the standard coupling constants

1
gA = o
where sin? 0y, = 0.23863(5) [26], calculated at van-
ishing momentum transfer in the MS scheme.

1
gv = 5 + 281112 ew,
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The neutrino magnetic-moment contribution to
the free-electron cross section is

Qo _mer (1LY ()T
T m2 \T E,) \ug) ’
where pup, is the effective magnetic moment of the
electron antineutrino [2].

The two contributions to the cross section,
dols, /dT and dopee /dT, depend on the experi-
mentally observable energy transfer 7" in a qualita-
tively different way. One can see that small values
of the neutrino magnetic moment can be probed by
lowering the energy transfer threshold in experiment.
Indeed, in the kinematical regime T' < E,, one has

d Vee ™ do.Dee* 1
% o const, ;7% x s

and, hence, the lower the energy transfer the larger
the u,, contribution relative to the SM one.

At low energy transfer values one can expect a
modification of the free-electron formulas (9) and (10)
due to the binding of electrons in atoms. It was
demonstrated (see [27] and references therein) by
means of analytical and numerical calculations that
the atomic binding effects are adequately described
by the so-called stepping approximation introduced
in [28] from interpretation of numerical data. Ac-
cording to the stepping approach, the SM and u,
contributions to the Al differential cross section are
calculated on the basis of

dodl, _ dodsi
dr dr

> n6(T - Ey),  (11)
J

doAl  doPee”
Hv Hv . _ .

(12)

where the j sum runs over all occupied atomic
(sub)levels, with n; and Ej; being their occupations
and binding energies. The typical dependencies of
the SM and g, differential cross sections for Al on
the energy transfer T are illustrated in Fig. 4, which
presents the numerical results based on the stepping
approximation for ionization of the Si atom by an
electron antineutrino from the tritium 5~ decay.

Tables 1 and 2 show the projected number of

the SM Dee™ -scattering events NS";;_ and the g, -
sensitivity after one year of data collection in
SATURNE using a tritium neutrino source with
an activity of 10 MCi and respectively the Si and
Srlo(Eu) detectors. The projected sensitivity to the
neutrino magnetic moment is presented depending
on the detector’s energy threshold Ey, that can be
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Fig. 4. The SM and p, contributions to the Al differential
cross section in the case of the tritium neutrino source
and Si atomic target.

achieved (see Section 2). It is estimated in terms of
the least-square function Ax? = x2 — x2. ., with

o o 2
NGt = N ()

9
Vee™
\/ NSM

where N7e¢ (. ) is the number of the v.e™-scatte-
ring events for a given value of pz, .

(13)

3.2. CEvAS Channel

The process of coherent elastic neutrino-atom
scattering was predicted many years ago by Gaponov
and Tikhonov [4], using the framework of the V — A
theory of weak interaction. They showed that at
neutrino energies F, < 10 keV a region of coherent
optical neutrino phenomena exists where the neutrino
elastic scattering by an atom as a whole dominates.

Although it is almost half a century since CEvAS
was predicted, it is still to be observed in experiment.
The difficulty of experimental investigation of CEvAS
is largely related to the necessity of measuring very
small values of transferred energy T, satisfying the

coherence condition ¢R, < 1, where ¢ = /2m,T is

~

Table 1. The expected number of SM events Ng;,( and

sensitivity to up, after one year of collecting the v.e™-
scattering data with the Si detector in the case of 10-MCi
tritium activity

Em,eV | N&& Sensitivity to uz, at 90% C.L.
1 10.8 1.6x10712 up
10 10.8 1.9x10712 B
Suppl. 1 2024
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Table 2. The same as in Table 1, but in the case of the
Srlz(Eu) scintillation detector

Eg,eV | N&& Sensitivity to uz, at 90% C.L.
100 24.3 2.0x10712 up
200 22.2 2.3x10712 yup
300 195 2.7x10~12 1
400 16.6 3.1x10712 yp

Table 3. The expected number of SM and u, events,
N§EYAS and NSEYAS in the liquid He detector after five
years of collecting data

Tritium activity | NSEVAS NCEVAS for g,
3x107Bpug | 10712 up
10 MCi 58.9 7.8 90.1
40 MCi 295.2 27.1 298.8

the momentum transfer value, R, is the atomic radius
and m, is the atomic mass. Already for light atoms
(Rqy ~ 0.1 nm and m, ~ few GeV) such T values
appear not to exceed several hundreds of meV (see
below). In addition, an intense neutrino source with
E, <10 keV is needed. The latter requirement, in
particular, hinders the observation of CEvAS in the
CEvNS experiments [6], which employ reactor and
accelerator sources with typical (anti)neutrino ener-
gies of the order of a few MeV and tens of MeV,
respectively.

In the case of the tritium neutrino source, the
atomic recoil energy, which amounts to the energy
transfer T in CEvAS, is restricted to

2E] 743

v,max

2E1/,max + mg A

where A is the atomic mass number. SATURNE will
study the process of elastic scattering of a tritium 7,
on a He-4 atom (A = 4),

De+He—>He+Dg,

T < Thax = meV, (14)

(15)

where the final flavor ¢ can differ from the electron
flavor if neutrino electromagnetic interactions are
present.

The differential cross section for the process (15)
can be presented as

CEvAS d CEvAS dO.CEI/AS
do T _dosm L T (g
ar dT a7
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The contribution from the SM weak interaction has
the form

o™ _ Gimne o (| muel) )
dT v 2F2 )’

with

1 . 1
Cy =27 <§ —281n29W> — §N

1
+Z <§ + 25sin? 9w> Fel(q2)7

where Z = N =2 is the proton (Z) and neutron
(N) number in He-4, my, =3.728 GeV is the
He-4 atomic mass, ¢% = 2my T, and Fy(q?) is the
Fourier-transform of the atomic electron density
normalized to unity, or the atomic form factor.

The contribution from the neutrino magnetic mo-
ment is

doiEAS 10?72 (s NP1 T

= —_— _— — 4+ —
5 () (-5 m)
x [1 = Fu(g®)]?. (18)
Figure 5 shows the differential cross section (16)
averaged over the tritium neutrino energy spectrum.
Such a cross section, up to a constant factor, gives
the He-4 atomic recoil spectrum in the CEvAS pro-
cess with a tritium neutrino source. The SM predic-
tion exhibits a marked feature at T' ~ 9 meV, namely a
complete screening of the weak nuclear charge by the
weak electron charge in the He-4 atom [5]. It can be
seen that the neutrino magnetic moment contribution
can lead to a substantial deviation from the SM pre-
diction. As demonstrated in[29], in the He-4 case the
deviation turns out to be much more pronounced than

in the cases of lighter atomic targets, that is, such as
the H, D, and He-3 atoms.

The projected sensitivity of the liquid He-4 de-
tector to the neutrino magnetic moment is shown in
Fig. 6. It is calculated in terms of the least-square
function Ax? = x? — x2,,, with

2
i)

)
/ ANfCEVAS
NSM

where NSEVAS and NCEVAS(yy; ) are the expected
average numbers of events within SM (up, = 0) and
for a given pp, value, respectively. The Ngl\%”AS
and NSVE”AS = NCEVAS (1) — Ngl\%”AS values after
five years of collecting data for minimal and maxi-
mal anticipated initial activity of the tritium source
in SATURNE are presented in Table 3. As follows
from Fig. 6, SATURNE can achieve the sensitivity to

Ng]\l;:‘VAS _ NCEVAS(

X (ko) = (19)
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Fig. 5. The CEvAS differential cross section (solid curve)
in the case of the tritium neutrino source and He-4 atomic
target for pp, = 3 x 1073 pp. Dashed and dotted curves
represent the SM and p,, contributions, respectively.
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Fig. 6. The projected sensitivity to the pg, value after
five years of data collection with the liquid He-4 detector
in SATURNE. The solid curve corresponds to an initial
tritium activity of 10 MCi, and the dash-dotted curve to
that of 40 MCi.

the pp, value as high as about (2.5—3.5) x 10713 up
at 90% C.L., depending on the initial activity of the
tritium source: the higher the intensity, the better the
sensitivity.

4. SUMMARY AND OUTLOOK

The tritium neutrino experiment, SATURNE, is
under preparation at the NCPhM in Sarov. Its ma-
jor goal is the first observation of coherent elastic
neutrino-atom scattering, in order to test SM neu-
trino interactions at unprecedentedly low energies
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and to search for new physics, in particular, such as
the neutrino magnetic moment. For these purposes, a
low-background neutrino laboratory is being created
and a high-intensity tritium neutrino source is being
prepared with a tritium mass of at least 1 kg (10 MCi),
and possibly up to 4 kg (40 MCi).

A 1000-1 superfluid helium-4 detector is being
developed for the first observation of coherent elastic
neutrino-atom scattering. After five years of col-
lecting data, by 2032, it is expected to achieve the
neutrino magnetic moment sensitivity which is by
an order of magnitude better than the current world
leading constraints. Such a detector will have a rich
potential to be also used for light dark matter searches
with a superfluid helium target [10, 11].

A 14-kg Srly(Eu) scintillation detector and a 4-kg
Si crystal detector are being developed for studying
atomic ionization by tritium neutrinos. After one year
of data-taking, by 2026 and 2027, respectively, they
are expected to achieve the neutrino magnetic mo-
ment sensitivity that is competitive with or even better
than the current world leading constraints. Both
detectors will have record low-energy thresholds for
their respective types of detection systems and, upon
completion of the experiment, can be used in other
areas of fundamental and applied physics. For exam-
ple, the Srly(Eu) scintillation detector can be used in
CEvNS measurements with reactor neutrinos, in the
search for neutrinoless double beta decay, to identify
isotopes in applied research and the nuclear indus-
try. The Si crystal detector can also be used in the
CEvNS measurements with reactor neutrinos and in
the dark matter searches with cryogenic semiconduc-
tor targets [30, 31].
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